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After 18 years of service as the Director of the 
Alamosa Public Health Department, Ms. 
Geiser is retiring to spend time with her family 
and friends. 

Ms. Geiser has had an exemplary career, 
leading her department with vision and pas-
sion. Under her guidance, the Alamosa Public 
Health Department has doubled in size, while 
continuing to maintain a standard of excel-
lence that meets the needs of her community. 
In 2008 Ms. Geiser provided crucial leadership 
during a salmonella outbreak, prioritizing pub-
lic safety by ensuring that the public remained 
informed. During this tenuous time she worked 
with local officials to locate and terminate the 
source of the outbreak and limit its spread. In-
stances like this demonstrate the important 
role Ms. Geiser has had in ensuring the health 
and vitality of her community. Ms. Geiser was 
recognized by the Nightingale Luminaries in 
2014 for demonstrating outstanding leader-
ship, advocacy, and innovation in her commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Geiser’s hard work and 
dedication to serving her community are com-
mendable. I stand with the residents of 
Alamosa County in thanking Ms. Geiser and 
congratulating her on a lifetime of service. Al-
though she is retiring from her current post, I 
am confident she remain a valuable part of 
her community, and I look forward to seeing 
all she will accomplish in the years to come. 
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RECOGNIZING GUNNAR ALLISON 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 25, 2014 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Rogersville High School sophomore 
Gunnar Allison for winning the Class 3 Discus 
State Championship. 

Gunnar threw 167′ 11″ to clinch his first 
state championship. Gunnar also won second 
place in the shot put competition. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
say thank you to Gunnar’s Head Coach Doug 
Smith and Athletic Director Rod Gorman for 
their dedication and leadership. 

I wish Gunnar the best in the rest of his 
track and field career. I am honored to recog-
nize Gunnar Allison for his Class 3 State 
Championship. 
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Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender (LGBT) Pride Month, to recog-
nize Alan Ray Jordan. Alan was a bright light 
whose flame was extinguished far too early. 
Born and raised in Georgia, Alan moved to 
Orlando later in life. 

Soon after Alan moved to Orlando, he met 
Billy Manes. Alan and Billy knew, almost im-
mediately, that they had found someone spe-
cial in each other. Billy described Alan as ‘‘a 
charmer who looked like a black-and-white 
film star and talked like John Wayne.’’ 

In 2003, Billy was asked to run for interim 
Mayor of Orlando. Alan was Billy’s biggest 
supporter, becoming his campaign treasurer 
and coach. Alan was the rock behind 
Orlando’s first openly-gay candidate for Mayor. 
Billy’s candidacy, with Alan’s help and support, 
would change Orlando’s political landscape. 

Alan’s friends recognized his selfless com-
mitment to Billy through his celebration of 
Billy’s accomplishments. He was Billy’s partner 
in helping to highlight the inequalities that gay 
couples faced in making lives together. 

Alan’s health began declining in 2006, forc-
ing him to go on long-term disability. With the 
help of Billy, Alan was able to stay active and 
take care of his family despite his ailing 
health. Billy and Alan decided that they need-
ed to protect themselves in a state that re-
fused to recognize their union. 

In 2007, Alan joined Billy in testing the legal 
limits in gaining rights as a same-sex couple. 
Alan allowed his life with Billy to be detailed in 
an Orlando Weekly article in an effort to ex-
amine the injustice faced by gay couples 
seeking marriage equality. Alan’s courage in 
helping to reveal the struggle that same-sex 
couples face, helped to give fuel to the mar-
riage equality movement in Florida. 

Alan’s health took a turn for the worse in 
2011, and despite Billy’s heroic efforts to stop 
his decline Alan would ultimately take his own 
life in the spring of 2012. 

Alan Ray Jordan was a gift to our commu-
nity. His support of one of Orlando’s foremost 
advocates for equality, peace, and justice and 
his own voice and struggle for the community 
have made the world a better place. 

I am honored to recognize Alan’s commit-
ment and sacrifices for our community and la-
ment the fact that he is no longer with us. 
Alan Jordan’s legacy will be one that inspires 
generations to come and helps to remind all of 
us of the human toll that inequality and preju-
dice will take if not corrected. 

On behalf of Billy Manes and the Central 
Florida community, I am proud to honor Alan 
Ray Jordan, during LGBT Pride Month. 
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Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Leroy McGinnis from Cuba, 
Missouri for his achievements and years of 
service at McGinnis Wood Products. I also 
would like to congratulate him, and the rest of 
the staff at McGinnis Wood Products on re-
ceiving the SHARP Safety and Health Rec-
ognition Program award. 

In 1968 with only one stave mill on 16 acres 
of land, Leroy McGinnis started McGinnis 
Wood Products. Now, 46 years later, 
McGinnis Wood Products operates with four 
stave mills on 56 acres, employing over 150 
people. 

McGinnis Wood Products is a perfect exam-
ple of a family operation. Leroy married Ovia 
Marie 64 years ago, and they now have six 
children together. Leroy now has not only chil-
dren, but grandchildren working with the family 
business. 

Leroy not only serves as the CEO of 
McGinnis Wood Products, but also serves his 

community in many ways. Mr. McGinnis is a 
member of Cuba’s Chamber of Commerce, as 
well as a member of Missouri’s Chamber of 
Commerce. He is also a member of Missouri 
Enterprise, Associated Cooperage Industries 
of America, Missouri Forest Products Associa-
tion, and Associated Industries of Missouri. In 
1992, Mr. McGinnis co-founded the Missouri 
Wood Industries Insurance Trust. Leroy was 
also the recipient of the Cuba Chamber of 
Commerce Pioneer Award in 2010. It is my 
pleasure to recognize his achievement before 
the House of Representatives. 
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H. RES. 109 
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OF OHIO 
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Wednesday, June 25, 2014 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, last week, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs approved House 
Resolution 109 condemning the Government 
of Iran for its state-sponsored persecution of 
its Baha’i minority and its continued violation 
of the International Covenants on Human 
Rights. The resolution received wide bipartisan 
support in the Committee. 

This resolution is of particular interest to me. 
The Baha’i people practice a religion entirely 
of peace that strives to create a society of 
global unity and oneness. The City of Cin-
cinnati, Ohio is greatly enriched by the pres-
ence of the Baha’i Community. Their place of 
worship in Cincinnati is located about a mile 
away from my home. As a neighbor to the 
community, I have been witness to the 
gentleness and compassion of the Baha’i peo-
ple. 

The Iranian regime continues to persecute 
those of the Baha’i faith by charging, impris-
oning, abusing, and murdering individuals on 
trumped up charges including alleged ‘‘propa-
ganda against the state.’’ Human Rights 
Watch says, ‘‘These transparently political 
charges make it painfully clear that authorities 
have targeted the Baha’i people not for any 
crime, but because of their religious beliefs.’’ 

The followers of the Baha’i faith are denied 
the constitutional rights that others of the Ira-
nian society are granted. In Iran, the Baha’i do 
not have the freedom to practice their religion, 
and their marriages are not recognized by the 
Iranian government. The rights of the Baha’i 
community are continually being violated in 
Iran. 

The Baha’i faith is truly a religion of peace. 
The Baha’i is the youngest of the independent 
world religions, founded by Bahá’u‘lláh in 19th 
century Iran. At the heart of Bahá’u‘lláh’s 
teaching, is the unification of all mankind and 
the building of a peaceful, global community. 
Bahá’u‘lláh once said, ‘‘The earth is but one 
country, and mankind its citizens.’’ The prac-
tice of the Baha’i encourages the dedication of 
one’s life for humanity and the friendship with 
followers of all religions. The Baha’i seeks to 
establish equality of women and men and to 
eliminate prejudices. 

Since the beginning of its existence, the 
Baha’i community has carried out the peaceful 
teachings of Bahá’u‘lláh, and has strived to 
created a wholesome and inclusive society for 
all people. They have worked to enable indi-
viduals to contribute to the betterment of hu-
manity by practicing acceptance and harmony. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 06:20 Jun 26, 2014 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A25JN8.025 E25JNPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
7T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-29T11:02:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




